Reduced susceptibility to vancomycin in methicillin resistant staphylococcus aureus: a time for action.
Infections by Methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) is an often encountered therapeutic challenge. The problem is accentuated by the emergence of MRSA strains which are resistant to Vancomycin, the recommended agent for the treatment of MRSA infections. We therefore carried out this study to determine the MIC values ofvancomycin for the MRSA isolated from different clinical specimens in Nepal Medical College. MICs were determined by agar dilution method. Out of the 82 MRSA isolates tested, 18 showed MIC of 2 μg/ml and 29 isolates had MIC of 1 μg/ml and 35 isolates had MIC of 0.5 μg/ml. Although none had a MIC in the intermediate or resistant zone, 18 (2.9%) had MIC in the upper limit of the sensitive zone which is a matter of concern and calls for prompt preventive actions.